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Fall Drama Prospects 


The Millionairess by George Bernard Shaw. Current London hit starring Katherine 
Hepburn to be presented in NYC by Theatre Guild...Josephine by Sally Benson, based on 
stories of F. Scott Fitzgerald...The Better Angele by Robert FE. Herwood, Playwrights 
Company production..eJezebel’s Husband by Robert Nathan. Produced by Williem Fields, 
Roger Stevens and Hume Cronyn, with Claude Rains..eThe Melting Pot, revival of Isreel 
Zangwill's 1909 play to be produced by James Flliott. 


Summer Tryouts 


Stacy Jones, new comedy sbout life on the Long Island Rail Road tried out at West- 
hampton, LI, Playhouse. Edward Caulfield's script panned by Sheaffer, Bagle, as too 
local in nature, end by Verne, Variety, as being downright complicated. Sylvester, 
News, who owns a $100 share in the summer theatre may have been slightly prejudiced, but 
he okeyed star Arthur Treacher and production by Ruth Rewson..eForever This Land, out- 
door drama of Lincoln's life presented at New Salem, Illinois, rated by Atkinson, Times, 
as one of best in field. Fine acting, excellent chorus and dancing work, combine to 
make it a memorable evening. Davis, Variety, agreed...Season With Ginger, Ogunquit, Me, 
Playhouse opener, began tour of Melvyn Douglas in new comedy by Ronald Alexander. But 
Don, Variety, tabbed lightweight comedy strictly summer stuff. 


Digests of Current Reviews 


Wish You Were Here-Imperial, 6/25/52. Trade paper reviewers split on merits of Le- 
land Heywerd-Joshua Logen musical comedy. Hobe, Variety, noted that despite rumors show 
is neither s wonder musical nor a fissco. Instead it is a reasonably enjoyable show 
with @ pleasent atmosphere book by Arthur Kober, excellent songs by Harold Rome, a like- 
sble, lightweight cast and an onstage swimming pool. Francis, Billboard, missed senti- 
mental, homely flavor of original Heving A Wonderful Time. Book and most of songs he 
termed dresry.e News magazine critics were also on the “con” side, Newsweek man found 
it a familiar musical, minus the needed spark end character. Time appraiser marked it 
down as # not very imeginetive or gsy evening. Gibbs, New Yorker, considered it a way- 
ward combination of a conventional, elaborate, brassy musical with a modest, gentle come- 
dy; esch of which serves to confuse and diminish the other. Major, Cue, was also dis- 
appointed by show which was short on humor and honest pethos. Sheila Bond won another 
get of rave notices in spite of the generally “con” verdicts. 


Hits Revisited - Cast Chenges 


Eddie Dowling's winning portraysl of Paint Your Wagon lead continues to influence 
critics. McClain, Journal Americans Kerr, Herald Tribune; end Herb, Veriety, agree with. 
unanimous majority that Dowling in his own way is really better then Jemes Barton.ee 
Barbara Baxley’s performance in the Julie Herris role in I Am A Camera okayed by Pollock 
Compess, end Kerr, Herald Tribune. Letter doubts if she is well cast in role, though 
she takes heroic fling at it. 


News & Notes 


Rice, Post, praised idea of Dramstists Forum reading time performing Duel in London 
nuew pley by Victor Clement and Milton Subotsky, st Business Men's Club, not panned clut- 
tered presentation. 
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* Cumulative NYC Retings ' 


D - Daily W Weekly - Monthly B - Broadcast 
DT - NY Times DJC - Journsl of Commerce WCM - Chr. Science Monitor 
DH - NY Herald Tribune DJ - Well Street Journal wc = Commonweal 

DN - NY News DWW - Women's Wear WCU =- Cue 

DM - NY Mirror WB = Billbosrd WN = Netion 

DC - NY Compass WV = Variety WNR - New Republic 
DP - NY Post WCD = Criticel Digest WNS Newsweek 

DJ - NY Journsl American WGN = George Jean Nethan WNY = New Yorker — 

DW - NY World Tele-Sun WWM - Werd Morehouse WSR - Seturday Review 
DB ~- Brooklyn Fagle BC - WCBS Bill Leonerd Wr - Time 

DL - LelIePress BL - New Leader-WEVD MP - Park Pest 


‘Shows sre reted vs to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. “So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for an 
entertaining or stimulating evening. 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 PROSt 19 Cont DH DP WGN WWM BL WC WNY 
= . Nonet DWJ WN WNR WSR 
GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 PROSs 29 Cont WN 
I AM A CAMPRA-11/28/51 PROS: 22 Cont DN WCM WNR WN So-Sor DT 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 PROSs 29 Gont WN 
THE MALE ANIMAL-4/30/52 PROS: 22 Con: Nones WGN WC WN WNR MP 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 PROS: 26 Cont WCD WGN Nonet WN MP 
MRS. McTHING-2/20/52 PROSs 20 Con: DM DJ BC BL WNR WT WGN 
Nones WNR MP 
NEW FACES OF 1952-5/16/52 PROSs 24 Cont DP WI WGN Nonet WN WNR MP 
OF THEE I SING-5/5/52 PROS: 12 Cont DH DJ DL DwW WB WV WCD BC WC WCU WNY WSR 
Nones WWM BL WCM WNR MP WT 
PAINT YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 PROSs 21 Cont DH DP DJ WV WWM BC WC None? BL WNR WSR 
PAL JOBY-1/3/52 PROSs 28 Cont BL Nones WNR 
POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 PROSs 25 Cont DW BL WN WNR WT 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 PROS: 29 Cons WT 6 
TOP BANANA-11/1/51 PROS: 23 Cons DP DJ BL Nonet WCM WN WNR WSR 
WISH YOU WERE HERE-6/25/52 Prot DN DC DB DL DJC WV Cons DT DH DM DP DJ DW DWJ WB 
WWM WCU WNS WNY WI Nones DWW WCD WGN BC BL WCM WC WN 
WNR WSR MP 


Off Brosdway ° 


Equity Librery Theatre to send Ah Wilderness production on tour of college audito- 
riums this fall under ANTA sponsorship..eJohn Ashbery’s The Heroes, second half of new 
Living Theetre bill opening July 16...New Pleywrights production of Wedding in Japen, 
new play by Ted Pollock, will open July 18 at Yugoslav American Hell, featuring Julisn 
Msyfield...People's Showcase presented Loften Mitchell's City Called Norfolk st Elk's 
Community Thestre, music and lyrics by Lewis Mitchell...Shakespeare Guild Festival Com- 
pany opens “roof” productions of Winter's Tale July 22nd..eHebrew Theatre's production 
of Michel, the Deughter of Saul, presented in Hebrew by Herzlieh Hebrew Teachers Insti- 
tute st Booker T. Washington Junior High School, judged en interesting venture by Pol- 
lock, Compass, that was conducted with teste and intelligence and ought some day to be- 
come sn importent pert of New York theatre life..eProvincetown Repertory's continuing 
production of Sheriden's The Rivesls, which pleys week ends at the Provincetown, given 
lively though unpolished performance, comments Pollock, Compass. New acting version by 
Powers Moulton. 
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* Green Room Dsportment ' 


BEACH TRIUMPH...Jones Beach Marine Stadium, scene of Michael Todd's A Night in Venice, 
is @ triumph for Robert Moses, NY State Park Commissioner, cheers Herald Tribune 
editorial, Moses-Todd combination presents entertainment on the grand scale, making 
the Stadium a “must” for every New Yorker end visitor...Chapman, News, has just one 
complaint about the four million dollar enterprise; more toll gates are needed...If 
Phillips, WTraS, spots a “dry” actor this summer, he knows he is out of work. 


LONDON REPORT...Three American plays in London interested Watts, Post, on his current 
visit. Sam Spewacks' Under the Sycamore Tree, sterring Alec Guinness, has imegine- 
tion, effective satire and «» touch of real emotion. Michael Redgrave in Winter 
Journey, British version of Odets’ Country’Girl, disturbed critic by his mannered 
fanciness of ecting. Young Blizabeth, written by two Americans and being consider- 
ed as vehicle for Julie Harris, seemed too specislized for American tastes. 


COLUMN TIPS...Wish You Were Here needs cast of New Faces of 1952 to save it, suggests 
Walker...Hayward-Logan musical might add show-within-show and feature neme stars 
nightly, edde Gardner...Winchell overheard guy who wished show pleyed without bath- 
ing suits. 


MAIL BOX...Hobe, Variety, lebels eas untrue report he will turn actor in summer stock... 
George Durst, POBox 61, Jamaice, NY, an active writer to “Drama Desks” for 20 years 
a NYC stage outdoor pageant next yesr honoring founding of New Amsterdam in 
1653. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Current plays are esting themselves to death, points out Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, who compiled list of onstage eating this season...If it is true, as West- 
brook Pegler hints now and then, that drama critics are being bribed, Nathan, Jour- 
nal American, admits he hee been cruelly overlooked through the years...Low starting 
top idea for musicals backed by WNBC Pearson. 


HOLM ON TRUCKS...Celeste Holm, who took over for Gertrude Lawrence for summer in The King 
and I, arrived for et least two interviews last week via delivery truck. Life was 
so hectic that she rushed into Sardi's just in time to say “hello” to Rice, Post, 
and then desh awey. For posterity, the drama editor records that containers of cham- 
pegne cocktails, paid for by Rodgers end Hammerstein, have six drinks. 


Maplewood, NY, ‘Theatre folded...Playhouse in the Park, Philadelphia, sponsored tent 
theatre opened in Fairmount Park...The Lost Colony, first of Paul Green outdoor dramas, 
opened for 12th season et Manteo, N.C...Actors Studio plans to enlarge scope, may produce 
six plays per year for invited audiences...Theatre Library Assocision national meeting 
heard Margo Jones, Clarence Derwent, and Robert C. Schnitzer...Bill Doll, press agent, 
working on his autobiography...Jose Ferrer plans London production of Stelag 17...Cloris 
Leachman signed as general understudy for leeds in Rodgers and Hammerstein musicolse.. 
John Rosenfield, Dsllas News, honored on his 25th enniversary on job...Leoterd Sillmen, 
New Faces of 1952 producer, holds auditions for all talent Tuesdays at Royale, planning 
“Sunday Nights at Nine” informal series with cast in fall...Flatbush Theatre, Brooklyn, 
to close July 22nd, to be converted into stores. “Subwey Circuit” will continue at Jamai- 
ca Theatre and Brighton Theatre...Paul Denis new interview show brosedcast nightly over 
WYNJ from Blue Ribbon Restaurent...July 12 Lewisohn Stadium features first Kern-Hammer- 
stein night...Stage Hand Union convention to urge "Go to the theatre” campaign backed by 
911 orgenized lebor. 
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* Theatre News Roundup ' 


